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1 promised you in my last to give you some In-
formasion about the allles of the British in this
Anglo-Ashantee-war—the Fantecs,

Next to my surprise at the unacgountable apathy
of the English on the West Const of Africa Is my
surprise thay the English shoold have adopted for
mllies the Fantees, the miserable and worthlces
tribe occupying the country lying between Cape
Ooast Castle and the poundary river fHowing be-
tween Ashantee and the Fantee Land. It may be
sald—with justice—by the Eogiish, that shey counla
not help themselves; that they lound the Fantees
in possession of the country andof Cape Coast
itself, and that they bad no right to displace the
Fantees for the Ashantees or any other people; that
such a course on thelr part would have been the
groesest injustice,

It is true the English conld not have done this
arblirary act without incurring great guilt. Hut
after the ceasion of Elmina to them by the Dutch
good policy would have indicated what course they
should adopt towards furthering the wishes of the
opulent and commerce-loving Ashantecs.

ELMINA
i the only place suitable for the residence of an
Administrator-in-Chief or Governor on the whole
shore of the Gold Coast Irom Assince Hiver to ihe
Volta. 1t is centrally located; nature has fur-
nished it with a river which might be made a
capial harbor for small craft; there 18 &
good anchorage outside for the larger crait. The
Dutch have furnished it with two castles, inflnitely
superlor to the miserable casties or forts at Cape
Ooast. Eimina was a large, thriving town, In a
‘healthy situation, exposed to the pure sea breczes;
the country around was well cultivatéd; numer-
ous plantations studded the eminences behind the
town; plenty relgned everywnere; and though
the Eimina natives were formerly a branch of the
Fantee natlon, they were far more industriouns, nnd
were able to supply the necessities of life to the
garnson at one-lourth the cost those around Cape
Ooast Castle could afford.
In every way Elmina was
A DESIRABLE LOCALITY

for the principal station of the Gold Coast; and
had the English at once transferred thelr ofMoes of
administratorship hither they would not have
been under the deplorable necessity of reducing to
@ust heaps the native quarter 18 months after the
exchange,

Haviog acqoired this rich territery from the
Dutch, and aware of the anxiety qr the Ashantees
to possess a small portion of coast line which
shouid be theirs and none other, the English ons
of their abundance might have set apart a strip of
10 miles immediately adjolning Elmina, and prof
fered it to the Ashantees, and they might have
@Ven gone #o far as to assist the Ashantees in the
construction of & road from Prabsu to the new
Ashantee settlement, thus proving to them that
they were as ready to enter into a friendly alllance
with them as the Dutch had been. The fear that
the Ashantees would soon have made themselves
masters ol the country need not have deterred the
English, for the coast line would always remain in
their power, and always within reach of the guns
of their Alrican naval squadrons, Elmina and
©Cape Coass also would ever be protected by the
guns of the castles and the forts, so that such a
policy as the one indicated above might bave been
proeccuted 1o a4 very desirable end—viz., that
of populating an uninhabited portion of the coast
with a portion of an opulent tribe desirons of
opening direct commerce with the English, ana
securing the friendly alliance of & nation which,
‘in & commercial sense, was worthy of being allied
with,

The traveller, after observing

THE TEEMENDOUS ENERGY OF THE ENCLISH,
im other lands, and the keen Intelligence which al-
ways directs their policies, finds nimselfl compelled
to condemn the extraordinary apathy which char-
acterizes \he British authorities on the West Const
and the unwisdom ol thelr mode of government.
From sierra Leone down to Acera rmn and decay,
neglect and apathy are visible In every settlement,
Thirty years ago Sierrn Leone was a thriving and
prosperous commercial mart, A forest of masts
reared their tall heads in the unrivalled harbor,
the soul of business seemed to animate her streets,
the natives appeared to possess some 1lea that
they were made to work and that thelr limba

were formed for labor. Now, however, an
oocasional steamer mway be seen in the
harbor, homeward or outward bound, and

the natives are utterly spolled for work and seem
€0 think that celestial state has nlready arrived
when humanity cesses from toil and betakes ttsclf
to perpetnal pealm-singing and hallelnjah-chants
fng. Apollonia, Dix Cove, Chamah and Elmina are
beaps of ruing, The Dutch leit them prosperous
and happy; the English took it upon themselves
%o govern them, and within 18 menths roined
them, laying the settlements in mortar and dust

heapa.
THE FANTEES

bave not found out that thelr alliance witn the
English has been a curse instead of a blessing, be-
cause they have not yet been taught the art of de-
duction. But should they ever be schooled to
logic 1 have no doubt but they will suy:—+1f we
bad not been [riends with the English the Ash-
antees would not have burned ouor viilages or
consumed our produce or lald waste our planta-
tlons.” To which the English may perhaps an-
swer:—"We went to war with the Ashantees for
your gakes; if we had not been fools we would not
have rejected the Ashantees and accepted such
miserable cowards as you have turned out to be
sor our allies."

1 have already Informed you that the Fantees
oocupy the country between Cape Const Castle and
the Prah, though In reality the Fanteea proper
Inhabit the town of Cape Coast and Its immedinte
meighborhood. Those of the Fantees who dwell in
the villages of the interlor are distinguished after
the names of their villages. The whole of the
Fantee territory may be about 2,000 square miles,
It ta not & kKingdom. Fantee Land is more of & re-
public of villages, whose chiefs are banded to-
gether for military protection against the com-
mon encmy—ihe Ashantees, Cape Coast has |1ts
king, or chief, Annamaboe has another, though It
1s but geven miles distant, Dunquah, 16 miles dis-

‘unt. has another chief, and Abra Campa hnd itd
<hlef. When any chiel hae o grievauce against
any other, the British Governor of the Castle I8
called upon to arbitrate, and Lis word s supposed
%0 mettle the paluver,

Confining my remarks, however, to the Fantees
“of Onpe Const, und taking it for granted that the
Fantees of the mterior are no better, | muost say
shat she town presents the strongest evidence
that could ROssibly be produced of the apathy of
the English on the Wost Coast of Africa. Two
hundred and (ve years has thia town been In pos-
massion of the Britiel, and yet oug of Lts populs-
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tion of 20,000 souls I douot whether there are 1,000
of them who understand English. The peopie wre
a8 Dbarbarous, untutored wnd superstitions as
though they bad sever seen an Englishman’s face,
They are as wild In appearance, as naked in body,
a4 fithy In their babits as any tribe of savages |
have ever scen.  Their

FETICH 1DOLS

and medicine heaps, and Mumbo Jumho rites are
visible In the streots of Cape Coast. The bL'zarre
Inntastics 1o which women caper ahout nude, and
ancient hags disagreeably remind you of the
Lonyness of the human body In old age, and little,
congeienceless chuldren prank and hop, invoived
Inextricably beiween the pedal extremivies of
their grandmothers, form o ploiure of the most
horrinle depravity, and one utterly ansulted, [
should #ay, at least, lor any portion of the British
colondey,

If 1 have to echo the opinions of all white men
who have come out lately to join this expedition,
and declare that these people are the most
indulent, tell-hating tribe it has  ever
been my lot to see, 1 am bound
also to say ihat the asoministrators, the
administrators-in-chief, the governors and sub-
governors sent out to rule them must have been
selected by the British government lor those very
qualities which we are all so ready to condemn
in the Fantecs of Cape ‘oast Cadtle.

Consider the thing 205 years tn possession. Why,
Prusgia was made a kingdom only 172 years ago.
‘The battle ol the Boyne was fought only 183 yenrs
ago. Just think, then, how many things have
transpired during the 205 years gince first John
Bull 1aid his paw on this gpot in the Gold Coast,
and yet the Fantees, the population of this govern-
mental station, have to be described as the most
sllftless and indolent of the negro race,

BRITISH FOLLY.

Apart from the crims of having behaved so0
feebly during thelr stewardship over these be-
mghted and utterly lost crcavures, | must charge
the Britlsh with their usual lault of raising the
cost of labor and necessaries of Iife to about 20
times what It ought to be. Englishmen ure as
much sufferers as [ am mysell, They suffered as
much from the same folly a8 Idid in Abyssinin.
When we might have obtained fowls at the rate of
12 for $1in Abyssinia, Sir Willlam Merewether
commanded three fowls only ghould be given for
$1. There his been a8 yet, to my knowledge, no

such order from Sir Garoet  respecting
the number of fowls to be given for
$1, but I do expect some such order will

be issued POOD, A8 proclumacions are bLeing
issued almost dally, In the meantime, bow-
ever, the prices of everything have risen, until
1 shouid much prefer to pay the high prices of
living at the Filth Avenue Hotel rather than at o
miserable Fantee hut,

Two chickens c¢ost $1 here aod mutton 1s not
purchasable under 25 cents per pound. Much of
anything else cannot ve had for love or money,
except rice, which sells at 18 pounds for §1. The
household expenses are enormously high. Firat,
your hammock-bearers cost you at the rate of $45
per month: your porters, who are to carry your
effezts and provisions to the “bush,’ cost yon ns
much more; your house rent costs you $20 and
your ¢ook $18 per month, so that if one finds his
bills at the end of 8 month to be under $200 one
muet consider himselfl speclally fortunate.

1 did not ntend that my remarks about the Fan-
tees should be abusive ol them when I began this
letter, ¥o that I think I had better bottle up my in-
dignation for the present.

I have already remarked that the Fantees ave
very superstitious. Their ijetish consists of a
wooden image of an armless and legless man,
which is placed upright by the side of some public
street, and at ita back is generally found & medi-
cine heap, covered over with cither a turtie’s back
or & huge stone. If the fetish 18 not formed of
wood, a figure of clay or a padded, doll-shaped
thing, answers just as well. This {mage, made of
wood or clay or old rags, 18 endowed by
the fetish priest with extraordinary powers
A whte man, educaled at 8 university
in all the secrets of medicine snd surgery, 18 not
giften with one-hall the powers commonly as-
cribed to and commonly believed to be possessed
by this migerableidol. The fetieh man carries the
fmage to the bedside of a fever-stricken patient,
mumbles formulas into the ear of the mick one,

waves the fetlsh over his head, and departs satis- |

fied that & cure has begun aslready. Butshould
the British surgeon come up In time to arrest the
progress of the disesse and effect & cure,
THE FETISH MAN

curses the surgeon for making his fetish to lie, be-
lieving that she fallore of the lmage was caascd
by the underhanded and false machinations of the
surgeon.

I I were to describe all the ceremonies which 1
have noted under my veranda I should Il your
columns ; but there 18 one which I have seen which
canses Intense disgust to the colored mssionaries
of the town. It 1s the exhibition of a virgin arriv-
ing ut years of puberty to the rude gaze of the
rabble of Cape Coast. Before the British authori-
ties interfered the scene was really disgusting and
downright savage; but at present, thoughit I8 a
singular one, the immodesty of it 18 velled some-
what, The young girl, in former times, was ac-
customed to be stripped naked and obliged to
march thus through the streets, loaded with gold
and silver ornaments. The wealth of the family
was sometimes seen on her persom, amounting
in value to several hundred dollars’ worth, while
ner fricnds and relauives, her playmates and ac-
quaintances, followed her with all the fanfaronade
which dellghta the ears of savages, Several kin-
kassis, or droms, wera beaten in the most ener-
getic manner: files were blown, and the vocal
nolses, inharmonious at the best of times, were ab-
golutely deafening. She was thaas paraded around
the town until eévery household had enjoyed the
inefMable felicity of seeing the virgina maid, when,
at dusk, she was conducted to the bridal bed of
her husband, who had probably patd dowry for her
to her parents to the amount of $40 or $50. The
earlier hours of hymeneal joy were honored with
an increase of din, &t which all the
friends and relatives participated, aod a
bestial orgy concluded the singular cere-
mony. In these modest times, however, the
maid is not permitted to expose her person, but ia
shown about properly clothed and bejewelled, and
since the absence of the Fantee males In the
“bush" the noise and din of the lestivity is not so
unbearable and soul-diatracting as formerly.

Lest my letter may be intolerably long—dull as I
know it to be Irom lack of war news—!| propose to
give you a few remarks concerning

THE ASHANTEES.

To begin with the King, then. The present chlef
or King of Ashantee i3 called KoM, or Coffee Kal-
call, the son of Coffee Tutee, an Ashantee noble of
great power, by Princess Effnah Cobee, of the
blood royal. He was born about the year 1837, and
i8, therefore, at present In his thirty-six th year.
He ascended the throne of the kings on the 26th
August, 1867, as the eighth mooarch since the
dynasty was established, and the Ashanteca
became o nation, which ocourred about the year
1700

To attempt to trace the past history of any
savage Airican natlon which has no written record
for its basls would appear too much like romanc-
ing; but such facts as the sages and courtiers and
elders could store in their minds aad transmit
from (ather to son we have bLeen able to obtain.
No doubt a further aequsintance with the Ashan-
tee chiefs would enable us to add still more to our
risumd; but wnat we have at present suflices for
the ordinary reader, whose desire would be mmnly
to have an idea of what the Ashantees are and
whenee they came.

The gpeclul correspondent In a pecullar land like
this feels a meluncholy pleasure in being able to
glean somewhat Irom the past of this now power-
ful nation, and transfer some portion of ts history
to the columns of a journal llke the HERALD, ere
the traditions which now Inspire the eldera at sun-
get, under the patriarchal treea of their villages, to
recite the glories of the great founder of the na-
tion, and the deeds of the heroes and conquerors
who succeeded him, snould pale and fade and be-
come lost in oblivion,

It any of your readers, after coming to this land,
should become interested in any tribe or nation
and attempt to write ts hislory he would goon
find how difMcult & task it would be to distingulsh
fact trom fction. and be able to undersiand the

pieasure 1 lecl In writing the following remarks
upon the Aslantee nation :—

In the duys of Cada Mosto, Fernando Gomesz,
D'Ambuja, Vageo da Goma and other heroic navi-

filteenth century, the Ashantee natlon was not
known, If it were a congrete people, organized
under a despotie king, as renowned in war as the
Ashantee pation Ja to-day, there is no doubl that
some of
THE ENTERPRISING PORTUGUERE EXPLORERS

and writers, cspecially De Barros and Cada Mosto,
would have heard something about 1t8 existence
and noted it in toelr journals with the samoe ex-
actness and accuracy with which they penned
thelr notes of other kKings and nations whom they
came in contaet with or of whom they heara
report; for while, looking eagerly over thgir
quaintly written journals of discoveries nlung the
cost of Guines we are struck at the ease with
which the steps of the Portnguese navigniors may
traced to-day. It is true that many names of
tribes and rivers iave become lost, bul the major
number are stil to be recoguiged. 4

Instance these as proof of what I say. Cada
Mosto writes in 1400 of the success of Fernando
Gomez in his trading for gold dust at the port of

Mina, which we at ouce recognize to he
Elmina of the present day, where, during
peacefnl  thnes, the same trade in  the

precious metal g still carried on, Again, he gays
that the first excuange in gold dust occurred at a
village called Samma, a few miles further ap from
Ming, wnich we know to be the place ealted Cha-
muh, where Commodore Counncrell and his boat
fleet receved soch a check lately. It may not
appear singular that Miua, now called Elmina,
shiould have retamed s name, sinee it hus been in
the posaession ol a Earopean Power ever since;
bul It 18 singular that a small village like Chamuh
shoulll have retained it native name 1o & couniry
like Guinea, where everyttlng I8 so mutabie and
where chapges transpire so quickly, and nations
and tribes, once prominent in loeal traditions, so
Biuk into oblivion or are so soon swallowed by
others more powerful

My opinton i that the Ashantees at the time of
which I write were divided into small village clans
or sub-lribes acknowledging no ruier save their
loenl chiels, or elders; that wara for supremacy
and right of way to the coust were frequent among
them; that deleat of one village served to add
power and subjects to the conguering sub-tribs,
which, probably, in (he course of time wos aug-
mented by other victories over weaker neighvors.
There is

A TRADITION
among the Fantees that in former times very far
back the Fantees and Ashantees composed one
tribe; but that while engaged on a war expedition
into a distant region they safMered severely from

hunger; thut one portion. sustained itself
by feeding on a shrub or plant called
Fan, whnile another portlon found suste-

nance in & shrub calied Shan, from which
the eaters of Fan bocame known afterwards as
Fantees, while the otifrs in like manner became
known a8 Shantees, to which impericet hearng
has added the prefix A, so that the tribe is now
called Ashantees by the English, This is, of course,
lable, but only & more thorough knowledge of the
roota of the language wonld epable us to decide
whether the fable is correct,

We know, however, to 4 certalnty, by the records
of the Portuguese navigators, that gold dust in
considerable quantities was brought down from
the interior to Elmina by peoples who were not
distinguished under any distinctive title during
the lutter hall of the filteenth century, aud we
know through oMecial records by the Dutch Gov-
ernore, who succeeded the Portuguese at Elmina,
that the same trade was carried on between El-
mina and the interior during the whole of the six-
teenth century.

But at the beginning of the seventeenth century
there struggles slowly Into the minds of the Bu-
ropean authorities on the Guinea or Gold Coast
knowledge of the existence of a nation growing in
opulence and power where the gold dust comes
from, called the Ashantecs, and of a Chief or King
who governs them whose name strikes terror into
the hearts of the sub-tribes on the coast, who were
accustomed to convey palm- oil and cloths into the
interior to exchange lfor gold dust, This King's
name was Ey Tuto. During his lifetime the sub-
tribes, the clans, villages and towns throughout a
great exteut of country were consolidated into
one kingdom, with By Tutu, the congquering chief,
as & sovereign, In the attempt to extend his
power on thik side of the Prah River, in the terri-
tory of the Akims, al the great battle of Coro-
maatee, fought on & Saturday, the congueror, 8y
Tutu, was slain,

As ln more civilized countries,

4 GLORIOUS ERA OF CONQUEEST

and power was not forgotten by the nation he had
founded and made great by & serles of victories,
and the memary of 8y Tutu i8 kept green to this
day by the Ashantees. The most binding oath
koown to-day among this people is the one which s
made by “Coromuntee Saturday.” The present
King, Coffee Caleall, has taken this solemn oath that
1.e will either drive the British from Elmina, or he
will make a prolonged and bloody war,

It was natural that, after a glorious reign snch
as 8y Tutu's, his successor should be his son,
and accordingly the throne devolved upon Apuku,
his eldest son, who during his refgn maintained
the supremncy of the Ashantees, conqguered the
Akim territory and added it to Ashantee, It (s sald
that Apuku, lke the Plantageunet, John, desirous
of curtailing the power of the sub-chiels exas-
perated the chieftains ana caused them to band to-
gether and drive the monarch from Coomassie, the
capital; but, more successiul vhan his British pro-
totype, he was enabled to rally to hig standard an
army of warriors who had probably shared in his
father’s conquests, with whose ald he retook
Coomassie and subdued the fractious und turbulent
rebels,

Apuku died and was succeeded by his som,
Akwassl, This King, after extending his power
toward Denkern, in the West, tarned his atten-
tion to a powerful country on the east called
Dahomey. The fect that Dahomey is still inde.
pendent, and 8 understood to be as powerful as
Asbantee, proves that Akwassl obtalned littie or
1o succeds in his wars against the Dahomana,

Akwassl, dying about the year 1752, was succeded
by his son, 8y Kudju, a8 warlike prince, whoss
memory {8 venerated for the numerous successes
whieh attended his arms throughout a loog and
prosperous reign.

Sy Kwumina, the fitth monarch since the dynasty
wa# established, succeedea Kudju; but he was
shortly dethroned by the chiefs and was replaced
by & younger brother, 8y Tatu Ewamina, about the
year 1800,

It was during the reign of this prince that the
Britigh became personally acquaunied with

THE PROWESS OF THE ASHANTEES,

The first war was that of 1511. Then came the
disastrous campalgn of 1823 and 1824, during the
Governorship of Sir Charies MacCarthy., Major
Ricketts, s member of his staff—one ol the very few
who survived the fatal battle of Esmacow—has left
us @& very interesting account, simply written but
full of pith and matter. When the Ashantees were
marching up to attack Sir Charles they advanced
singing and beatng o wild alarm of drums and
tom-toms, a8 18 thelr custom, Sir Charles, not to
be outdone by noise, ordered his band to strike up
“God Save the King.” However, the music had

no effect on the enemy, and socon both
forces were engaged 1o desperate  etrife,
After a battle of some hours the British

allies wers without ammunition, and & misiuke
committed by @& commnissariat officer, who de-
apatched biscults Instead of vall carcridges, proved
fatal for the ailies and their gallant commander,
8ir Charles and all his stad, with the exception of
Major Ricketts snd n Lieutenant Jones, were be-
headed, and the heads were carried io triumph to
Coomssesie, wihere, It is reported, they are even to
this day held in high honor, being decorated with
gold bands and jewaels.

Sy Tutu Kwamina aled soon after the battle of
Fsmacow, and was succeded by uis brother, By
Okoto.

after the victory of Esmacow the Ashantees nd-
vanced npon Cape Coast Castle, when there were
but a garrison of about 50 men in the fort. Even
the streets of the town were iovaded by the
enomy, and the sipughter which ensued was ter-
nific. It 8 calculated that about 20,000 Fantees
lost thelr lives In that campaign, while the miser-

Kators, who flourished about the latter part of the |

able state into which the Prolectorate was
plunged 18 indescribable. It may be sad that
anti 1826 the Ashantees were masters of all the
Protectorate up to within @ mie of the seacoast
forte. The tables were reversed in 1820, The
British collected a force at Acera and met the
Ashantees at Dundowah. Tue battle that ensued
then was most sanguinary, bat nearly at the com-
mencement of it the Ashantees wore stricken with
i panic and fied, and a great many of their cap-
taing, rather than meet the king, committed sul-
cide on the field, The Fantees and their allles on
this day amply avenged the borvrors of 1533 and
1624, and an even balanes of losscs was thos struek.

The successor of Sy Okoto was a prinee calied
Ewaweda, who departed tlus lile in 1867, Kwaweda
| invaded the Proiectorate in 1840, and waged a
bloody and relentless war on the Funtees; but the
English were not summoned to take up armsa for
the latter in this campuign ; they simply advized
them and supplied them with arms and amimuni-
tion, On the death of KEwaweda, the present King
Coftee Calcall ascended the throne, 1o his thirtieth

year,
THE KING OF ASHANTER

15 sald to be an intellivent man, with the appear-
auce of a mulatto, slight bug sinewy 1n fgure, hoss
pitable ana gracions ro strangers, He resides at
Coomassie, the ecapital, which 18 sald (o be,
by those who have seen it, o populous and
well  regulated  town. The paace of the
King is a structure of hewn estones, lavge
and capacious, with great squares, where reviews
and assemblages are held, The whole is walled
around, having an outer and inner enclosure. The
rooms are lofty and commodions, and thoge ocen-
pied by His Maies'y are lurnitured with European
and native articles. The presents he has been con-
tinnally recewving diviomatieally have assisted in
supplying him with uousosl luxuries.  Piletures
adorn the walls ; sumptuons soias are ranged round
his walls: thick carpets cover hils floors; his tables
are loaded with & thousand costly knlek-Ruacks.

Next i lmportance to the Palace among

THE PUCLIC BUILDINGS

i8 the Bantammah, which I8 the Tower or the
Louvre of Coomagsie, whersin are stored the more
precious ghis it s been the good pleasure ol the
Rings of Asiantee to regeive from the British, the
Duteh umd  the French governments, It 18
the treasure  house, filled with the costly
ware the Kings have gathered from time to
time; the Bunk, wherein le the specie and
the gold dust, iogots and bars of solid gold,
and many o chestiull of rings and chains of gold,
gorgeous silks and sating and much elss of wealth
that go to make up the treasures of a rich and
poweriul despot like tae Ashantes King. In the
Buntammah, side by side with the crown of the
Klugs, 15 laid the gold decorared cup iushioned out
of the skull of whe unfortunate Governor of Cape
Coust Castle, Sir Charles MacCarthy, It is only on
daye of state and high festival that this ghastly
b cup i8 used, 1Iiancy that if the English take the
Bantammah that this State cup will be considered
one of the most valuable tropbies that could be
secured,

The King possesses a numerous harem, like the
suble monarch of Dahomey., He {8 privileged to
NArry as many as he pleases: for evenin Ashantee
tne King can Jdo no wrong or trespass on any law,
I should fear to suy Low many wives he has mar-
ried, for we ghall probably know the exact number
by and by; but he can take his piek out of the
noblest, the falrest apd best in tbe land, after
which it 18 certain death for any other man In
Ashantee to look on her face, for she is the King’'s,
The harem is jealously guarded in i quarter of the
Ppalace overlooking the palace gardens by a body
of 150 eunuehs, It must not be supposed, however,
that the rights of ordinary women are curtailled
thug; in the househoids of all but the King the
women are at hberty to stare and be stared ut, to
talk wiin any man or be talked witn.

The King, with the usual priviiege of monarchy,
may stay at home doring war, while he muy coum-
mand every suul capuble of hearing arms to pro-
cced to the war. He hus his Prime Ministers, his Com
mander-in-Chief, Kecper of the Treasury, Cniel of
the Eunuehs, Generals of Divisions and Nobles of
the Council.

The Prime Ministers, two in number, the most
important of his nousehold, manage all publie busi-
ness, and proffer advice to the King upon all
matters ol vital importance to the State,

The Commander-in-Chief s generally some an-
clent warrior, whose deeds in his prime lorm
never-ending subjects of social chat among the ola
and young. When he assumes this high post he
does not venturs into the battle any more; his
work eeems to be limited to portioning tne levies
to eiach noble, to keep the army up to o certaln
gtundgard in numbers, to organizing, and appoint-
ing the oMicers and troops for active service. Next
to

THE DOMMANDER-IN-CHIEP
comes gnoiher venerable old soldier, whose poat
seems 10 be that of strategiciap-in-chier, who
plans campaigns and wars, and whispers military
sdvice into the cars of the geaerais abouat Lo pro-
ceed on aetive service, \

The Keeper of the Bautammah or the Treasury of
Coomassie, is 4 most lmportant man. He 18 gen-
erally & noble, snda distinguished soldier. The
present Keeper I8 a chief called Aman Kwah Tia,
reported to be at present in onr front seeking
honors o skirmishing with the British allics.

THE GENERALS OPF DIVISIONS
are generally great and powerful chiefs, who have
guppled the King's army with huodreds of thelr
| retainers and slaves, and are appointed for heir
influeuce., When wide prestge 18 sdded to this
influence, he seems to lose the zimple distincton
of & chie! and becomes o general

As may be seen from the above, the Ashantee na-
tion I8 1 of lour ¢l the monarch, the
nobles, or feudal chiefs; the Iree Ashantce yeo-
men, land proprietors, small viilage chiefs, all [ree
born Ashantees; the slaves taken in war or born
in bondage lorm the fourth class,

THE GREAT NOBLES
own vast territories and are lords of thousands of
varsels, Tiey may be said to be petty Kings, sube
pidiary to the central government at Coomassie,
Foremost among these, hke another Warwick, s
the Prince of Tabon, in whose territory is the popu-
lous city of Selaga, with a popuiation of 400,000 (¥)
souls, situate on the upper Volta, This Prince can
| furnish the King with a force of 20,000 vassals for
nis army. He seldom ventures ont nimsell into ac-
tive service unless the King of Ashantee proceeds
in person to the war.
THE PRINCES OF PUKT
and Marn-pon are each able to furnish the na-
tional army with contingents varylng from 5,000 to
10,000 vassalg, The Cleelf of Fanamah, between
Coomassie and the Prah, enters on service with a
foree ol 1,000 of his own retainers. But there are
geveral large cities beyond Coomasele, both afnent
and populous, of which we may Know more when
we shall have entered Coomassie ag CODQUErors,
THE ASHANTEE ARMY

in the field bear flags for distinctive signals or en-
signs of vassalage, but they have no iImporianze in
the eyes of soldiers, save as distinguishing pen-
nants or banners, The loss of any of them Involves
no disgrace or mislortune. The Chiels’ nmbrellas
represent in the Ashantee soldlers' eyes what a
| regimental flag does in & European army. The
gorgeous sunshade whick an Ashantee chiel holds
over his bead, ornate with vari-colored pleces of
gllK, rich with its appendages ol stlver aud gold,
embodies in an Ashantee's eyes the honor of his
chief. The loss of one of these io battle invoives
disgrace and defeat.

The chiels are horne from place to place by ham-
mock or chair bearers. The chatr which the British
captured at Abracampah was & specimen of
Ashantee manuincture in that line. It appeared
to e exceedingly cumbrous, though It was not of
great welgbt., In shape 1t was exactly like the
body of a llrht phaeton lifted from 1t8 wheels,
Eight stout fellows bearing It on their heads, pro-
tected by thick pads resting on each bearer's
cranium, sufMeed to take Assamo Kwantab, the
Ashantee general, from eamp to camp, The wood-
work of the chalr was studded with an infinite
pumber of brass tacke, ana epecimens of what
skiil In tracery and ornate woodwork of which the
Ashantee arnusans nre capable were visibie on the
stdes and front of the chair,

The King appears in tne fleld only in extremis—
when his presence I8 necessary to inspire the
fagging entiusiasm or devotion of the army to his
cause, when aiscouragement hag followed repeated
reverses 1o battie. ‘Then every soul cavable of

DEArItg ATINS, eVeTY chiel owing allegiance, every
oMeer of his household arms hifnsell for batile, and
@ force of 100,000 men I8 thus speedily ralsed.

HIB HTATE UMERELLA
is borne over or before lim by a chief wherever
be moves, the sight of which rouses the interest
apd zeal of every member of his army. This um-

brella costs a small fortune—about $3,000 or $4,000. |

1t 8 made of alternate pleces ol crimson and black
velvet, while hundreds of gold penvicies form a
fringe around It, whiie a large boss of pure goid
BUTIROUNES it above,
THE DRESS OF THR KING
on such is excecdingly costly. A tunle
of crimson velvet covers bis body, s loose Mourish
pantaloons are made of the same stuff, & browd
band of gold encireles his walst, a cap or turban of
silk, riehly embrojdercd, covers his head; his
weapons are decorated profusely with  the
precious metal.
THE KING'S REVENUE
18 derived, apart rom Lbis own private estates,
which are vast, from the gold mines. The dust
becomes the property of the miners or proprie-
tors, but every nugget, grest or small, throughout
his dowinious, belongs to tne King, Whichever
person 8 gullty of reserving any of the King's
portion 1s Hable to the death penalty, which s 1o0-
variably carried out,
THE ALRMS OF THE ASHANTEES
consist of long live oot Danlsh guns (Mot locks),
though many are also found with blunderbusses,
The eartridge voxes serve us girdies, the leather
or wooden cups into which the powder 18 poured
being sewed on a belt, the two ends of which are
either tied with a leather thong or buckled 1n
front.  ‘The buollets or iron elugs are in
a small leathern pouch, slung over the
shoulder. This pouch, sometimes found on
the dend Ashantees, 18 generally found to
contain a8 muscellancons a set of  articles
a8 muy be seen in any Juck Tar's box or bag.
Bark threwl, bark waste (probabiy for wadding),
iron ping, queer-looking stones, an assortment of
dark-colored beaus, a stale prece of yom or manloe,
i plece of chew-stick, a handiul or so of smail
snall shells and other extraordinary articles repre-
sent whut an Ashantee's pouch contains on the
battle ickd, Any of your readers who may have
geen o Greek brigand's, an Albanian's, & Kurd's
or 4 Bedoula's cartridge hox may jguess ab onee
what kind of a cartridge Lox the Ashantees use,
and they undoubtedly derived thelr notions
of the ntlity of such a thing from the
trading Tuarvegs of Timbuctoo. You need not |
wonder, then, at the very few severe wounds
infileted ppon the English despite the very many
eplendid opportunities the ambushed Ashantees
have had to inglet instantencous death. The
powder 15 tirown loosely ifito the barrel, and, be-
g often without wadding material, the bullets or
slugs of tron, or handluls of =nall shells, or a plece
of nunsmelted iron ore, are dropped on the loose
powder, and the loose’ charge is thug fired when
only a few feet from their fves. Hence we need
not wonder that go lew latal wounds have been re-
celved by the English.

There i8 not the least doubt but the Ashantees
have improved immensely since they drst became
a natlon. They can now point to

EIGNT KINGS

who have worn the crown of Ashantee, who have
carried terror and dismay to the hundred nations
around, and spread the reputation of the Ashantecs
far and wide, The certain consciousness of the
fact that their Ashantee forefathers were warriors,
that their kings were conquerors and that they
themselves have not degenerited bas imparted
dignity of bearing and an wir ol superiority to the
meanest Ashantee soldier.

The Ashantee warrior, miserable a8 he may
appear compired to the gandily-dressed West India
British soldicr, IS his equal, nay, I may say supe-
rlor to him, in the battle. The West Indian,
confronted Wwith the @most nude warrior
of Ashantee, may, with & serene smile of
gelf-satisiaction, tap his breech-loading Soyder
rile and dare his foe to the battle, sure that h's
weapon, hia own superior knowledge of military |
laws and tactics and the discipline in which he |
has been trained may carry the day. On the other |
hand, the Ashantee—rull of the traditions of s
race, consclous only of the power of his King and
that he I8 the King's warrior even to the death;
that, nutil he saw the Brivsh soldier the Ashantee

went to the battle only to conguer; that in four ’_

compalgns, at least, against the British, the Brit-
ish were worsted; that 1n tbe Bautammab, the
King' treasure house at Coomassie, there lies o
bleached skull of a British governor ns a trophy of
the Ashantee's might—can tap hia cheap Brum-
magem gun with its old-fashioned fintlock, bis
bad powder and his cast iron slugs, and, relylog on.
his superior crait in the bush, and with a smile
of proud serenity, accept the combat which the be-
dizened and tasselled megro of the West Indies
proffers him.

Give the Ashantees the same weapon, the
brecch-londing Hnyders, with the proper ammu-
nition, with which the allies of the English have
been furnished, and even the white troops would
find that the Ashantees composed a fue worthy of
their best efforta,

HINTS TO THE ENGLISH.

It |8 a thousand pities that the British governors
have not succeeded in winoing the confidence of
the Ashantees, Yet, who knows bat that this war
may prove the greatest blessing that conld belall
the Ashantees? 1f the English are wise they will
deprive their present enemy of thelr King and at- |
tach unto themselves these brave and lormidable
warriors, and throogh them open the whole of
Ceniral Alrica to trade and commerce and the
beneficent iufluences of ¢iviijzation. The Romans

would have been delighted at such an opportunity
of extending tuelr power jor the benefit of them- |
selves aud the world at large. Two thonsand |
Ashantees, under the leadership of an intelligent
British oMcer, would soon extend the power of the
English irom Cape Cosst Castle scross the Tho-
goshi Mountains to Timbuctoo, and from the Man-
dingo Land to Benin.

THE NEWARK SEWER ¢“IRREGULARITIES.”

— e —

Contractors Disgorging Over §7,000=
sSomething Thot Looked to an Aider=
man Like “a Doiiberate Fraud.,”

The exposures in the HERALD of the series of
sewer “Irregularities” in Newark are beginning to |
bear wholesome fruit for the taXopayera of that
city, Yesterday in the Essex County Court,
Messrs, Shanley & Son, contractors, who had con-
structed the Canal street sewer and been suéd by
the city to recover money alleged to nave been
pald them for work never done, threw up the sponue
and &lormal verdict was rendered against thein, the
awurd nguinst them to the city Lelng $7.04L It |
seems they had been largely overpaid lor rock ex-
cavations—pald, In lact, for excavations uever
made, On Tuesday night in the Common Council
the matter came op on a resolution slipped (n by
City Counsel Francis to the effect that he be
nputhorized to settle with the comtractors. Alder-
man Keynolds thought this was letting the Shan-
leys off cheap, a8 the matter looked to him “like &
deltberate frand,” ons which he thought the con-
tractors must have Known about. Aiter
oMo however, In  which “Boss"
in favor of the resoiu-
tlon, It was assed. The Shanleys allegoed
that they knew nothing of any Irregularity, T aii
lid nothing to do with measuring the work, an
received payment on the imessurements and
estimates of the City Surveyor and Inspector.

They claim to have been entirely ignorant as to
how much work their men really did, and there-
lore they aceepted the figures of the city oMeials,
Meanwlile the sewer was tapped in sevoral places
and the discovery made that where there hpa been
paid for over 2,000 teel of rock, at $3 50 per foot
there had been exeavated only about one-third ol
that amount. This 18 only one case out ol dozeus
on the *drregular™ Lst,

‘THE FRENCE OLUB.
The well known French ciub the *Cercle de

THE VIRGINIUS,

Pablic Opinion in Madrid on Grant's Memagess
Meddling with Our Internal Affuirs,

MADRID. Dee, 10, 1878,

I telegraphed you that the “evening and morgs
ing papers here protest haughtily and indigonsntly
against the tone of President Grant's Message o
Congress, saying that the affairs of Cuba or of
Spain were none of his business." Desiring ta
wake good my despateh und to allow your readera
s judge for themseives, [ translate below some of
the salient points presented (u the principal papera
of Madrid on sald State dovument ;—

GRANT'S INSULT TO SPAIN,
{From the Imparcial.)

* * & Ty whatright does General Grant allows
hlmselfl to level lils accusations and to fulminate niy
anathemus at us, and, in 8 message to the Ameri=
can Congress, call for the overthrow ol a party
that exisis in Cubs and io the Pen nsua’ Who Ik
General Grant that be must needs refer in w
official  document to @n  “sristocrutic  an
pro-slavers® juirty in “open hostility to the metro=
politun government,' a party which, in s view,
consututes u “duugerons element (n tho continn-
gl;;ougll tomumercial relutions between Cuba and

Whit®ver the parties that agitate Cuba may be—
WHELher pro or suti-siavery, aristoeratie or popu=
lars whether even bi: loyal or rebel—these are.
questions whileh iulisrds, pnd they alone,
competent to resoive; wnd the sovereignty of
Spain will never sotfer oy other government to
meddie W matters which belong exclusivery to her
lnternal aars aid those of hir eolonial depend=
encies. The bare lact that the President ol thel
United States urrogutes to hlmself the power not
only to examine subjeets WEe these, hut also to
give o decislon ou them, 18 nothicg less tham
a direet attack ovn tue sovereignty of -
an act agalnst which we ralse an Cnersetie pro=

test, The Amertcan President calls the copture o
the Virciniue a derogation of the sovercignty o
the United Stutes; but he would have beeny imore
consistent, ere ne made snch an ssseriion, i he
had respected his luternational oblizations pro-
hibiting the publc ftting out and sailtng of piratis
cal expeditions to mualotain che nsurrecton i
Cubs. How can s goverument that cloarly mants
fests such contempt for 1= nternational obligas
tions, that speaks with such arvrogance of the

govereignty of the United states~on tie occasion
of our captaring u flbustering vessel, veature w
attaint tne soverelguty ol Spain by sebs ng itself
up to judge and puss o verdict on mattors whiely
plone concern ourselvest  And how does tiwe Presi.
dent dare talk about “vietims to cruel wets" come
mitted or not commitied in another ualion, when
the eruel and barbarous excentions of the Indians,
80 frequently referred to in the American press,
are scill treso in his memory.
GEANT AS A MEDDLER,
[From the Correspondencie de Espaiia.]

® * * It s unguestionable that General Granty,
taking the Virginiug matter as o pretext, 1s guilty
of moddliing with our internal afairs, lor wiich we
cin coneeds no Flight whatever elther to him or to
wuy other foreiguer,

CINSOLENT AND PROVOKING, ™
[From the Diario Espahol.)

The insolent aud all but proveking language of
those paragraphs of the Messuge which reiinte to
Spuanish efirs 18 broaght out 1n much bolder re-
Hef if we contrast it with the muld and temperate
conduet of vnr governiuent 1 it8 negotiations
with the Upited States on the Virglnius guestion.
Never was o State papeér secn before in which a
nation’s ehiel uses IMDEULES S0 uuﬁardﬂd and im-
pertinent, #0 contemptucus, n tue, of another
independent Siute, worthy at least of some con-
slderation in view of the friendly relations which
ostensibly biud the two republics, Can it be that
the United States thinks to exercise a kind of pro-
tectorate over the Spunish nation when they gra-
toltously give forth their opinton on matters that!
belong exclurively to the government and people
of Spaint What business 13 it to the Wasnington
government whether there be or he not & con-
Bervitive and aristocratie party in Spuin, opposeds
10 the muddiing reiorms of another and more ad=
vauced purty? Are these questions the exclosive
property ol the Spanisii Cortes, or are they Lo be
declaed 1n &n Awerican Congress, that the neces=
Bily of hastening forward these matters his come
up over theret It does not concern the United
States government whnether . Spain or Im
Cuba  there eXifts @& party more or
less hostile to exaggerated ldeas of lioerty, or
those are domestic matters which we spaniards
will treat as we like, and the Yankee cilizens are
not chargrd with thelr solution, * * # e de-
mund from the American Hepublie the exercise of
that same respect for our independence and mter-
nal leglsiation that we, In our surp, huve always
accorded to them. Cuba I8 a Spanish province, not
an Amertcan State, and Spanlards, not Yankees,
dare competent vo legislnte there, 1or our digonty
cannot, without the loss of our independence—
hitherto respected in both hemispheres—tolerate
the limpertinent lutermeddling o1 u loreign govern-
ment to which we are not as vet tributary, = * *

The other papers contain articles in a precisely
gimilar tone to the above, and thercfore we do not
think 1t worth while to proceed lurther in theas
citations irom them.

PENNS YL VANIA,

' The Govermor's Message—Debt of the

State=New Conditions Under the New
Constitution=The Centennial Exposie
tion Calling on Congreas.
- HARRISBURG, Jan. 7, 1874
Governor Hartranft’s Message was sent w the
Legisiature to-day, The State debl amounts to
$25,708,821. Amount of bonds in the sinking fund,
$0,200,000; cash In the treasury, $1,820,151; leaving
indebtedness unprovided for, $14,775,670. During
the last year the debt was reduced $£1,504,072,
By the repeal of tuxea ihe receipta of
1874 will be . reduced $1,600,060, while the
expenditures will be equal to those of
1878, The Governor urges economy, becaiunse
under the new consitution the expendis
tures will be locressed for the Legislature,
the schoois and tue judiciary. He calis the
attention of tie Legslature to rhe necessity of
couuting the votes cast in the constitutional elecs
tlon, so that there may be no delay 1 enabl him
to prowptly 1ssue the proper proclamution. Upom
the present Legistature, he saye, devolves the
moulding of existing regulations into conformity
with the change wbout to be insugurated in the
fandamental law ol the Stute. He enolns upom
the ple increased vigiiance over all legisiation,
g0 that attempts at special legislation may be Irns-
trated. Ionuudiog to the Centennial he says:—
“Tp stamp I a8 & nauonal enterprise it musy
receive  direct  and  su nt assistance
from the natlondl government. Uongress
must set 1ts seal of approbation upon the
work of the Commission, and manitest not only
an futerest in the undertaking, but & determina-
tion that Its proportons and graodeur shall
eclipse all preceding expositions. Pennsvivauia
must also not relax in ber efforts to secure suc-
vegs,” He congratulates the country upon the
eacoful solution of our diMeulties with Spain, and
ge nopes (or the fature that all dimeuivles will be
settled without finging vhe sword into the scale

PIGHT ?OE_LB USBAND.

The prize for which two women conteénded in th&
Court of Quarter Sesstons in Jersey City yesterday

| was an individual named John Boothman, each

woman contesting the cluim of the other to be his
solace and comiorter, {n season and out of season.
John pleaded not guilty to an indictment for
bigamy. ‘Then followed what Jobson calla high old
gwearing, Mary testified that she was married to
him &lX years ago in St. Francis Xavier's chureh,
Sixteenth streer, New York, while “Winny" swors
that Fatner Cauvin performed the matrimonisl
ceremony, yoked her aud John together ot Hoboken
in August, 1872, John took the stand in nis own
defence, and frankily sdmirted that be lLived with
Mary in New York lor two years and four monthd
a8 her hushand, but was neéver married to her. He
would have been living with her stili if she had con-
sented to have a portion of her vocikl organs ams-
putated. The jury, aiter a brief deliberation, Sym-

athized with Jolin nnd sent him on his Wiy re-
olcing. Mary attacked him on leaving the Coarg
with her favorite weapon, and declared she l:olld.
Kill *Winny" {f he contnued to live With her; bug
ahe wonld be satisfled il he would abandon both
the ciaimants.

ATTEMPTED BANK ROBBERY,
__anm.v. Jan. 7, 1874
A desperate attempt at bank robbery, Il not
murder, occurred at ona o'clock ti:l-a lmommg in
Abington, Mass, John Filoyd, the patrol watehman
between ;:aa Abington National Bank and the Tack
jactory, was attacked by four masked men neai
the latter bullding, and after a desperate. resiste

" i, e received two pstol shotg,
:!?;: lrr: ‘:IE;& n4nd and another R:ﬂ.imlng n lil'h!
wound on his torehead, he was flnally bound an
gged. The assallanis then started lor tha bank,
E:u & mile distant, In the mean time Flovd man-
aged to fres hims#eifl and give an alarm, when the

I'Harmonie’ held its annual dinner last evening
at the rooms in Clinton piace. This I8 commemo-
rutive of the original establishment of the club.
After the dinner, which was given i the "wf}}
style of the soclety, speecnes were made, in WhIC
prase of the club and the glory of the French n:;
tlon were curlously mingied, All the TORstS WL:“
rapturously applaoded, and one of the plnuﬂ}: ol
evenings of the season wias passed In on{'iu o
merrest moods, The entertainment did no n-
clude until a late hour.

DEATH FROM A POWDER EXPLOSION,

NEWRURG, Jan, T, 1874,
George Beckfora, one of the men injured at the
Newburg powder mills, died last nignht, The other

fled.  During the st e Floyd, using hia
rumans % ruggl ks

bully, broke the ari of one of his

MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANOE OF A LADY.

Bostox, Jan. 7, 1874,
Mrs, Adeline Badger, wife of Rev. Henry O
Badger, of No. 34 Newbury street, lelt nher resls
dence yesterday, stating that she had business
with her bookseller, upon wnom she called and
gettled an account, Since that time she has nok

been seen, A note left upon her table leads to the

belief that she intended (o commit sujcide, and &

noticeable degression In her manner for the past

two weeks strengthens this belief, Mra.

wus the Dﬂllclhml of & large privato school, & mems
@

twe will recovers

ber elect of the Boston Bchool Cowmitiee. and &
i woman of rare lnteliect and culture



